catastrophe. Sometimes he felt that he had become a
futile burden on earth. But whether he was alive or
dead, the sufferers would some day return to their homes.
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A BASELESS CHARGE
Speaking after prayers Gandhiji referred to a letter
received by him from Bombay. The writer had enclosed
a cutting from a Bombay newspaper and had not dis-
closed his name. The cutting said that the All India
Radio was being used to broadcast GandhijTs post-
prayer speeches, which amounted to propaganda for
the Congress. It was a Fascist technique with non-
violence thrown in as a mask. The people were sick
of listening to his speeches. Gandhiji's reply was that
though some people might be of that opinion, there were
others who wrote to him that his speeches put heart
into them. The accusation was baseless. A government
which used the radio for singing its own praises was
worthless. The good deeds of a government alone was
the right propaganda. As for himself, he only talked
about things which had an intimate connection with
prayer and religion. If they were not interested in his
talks, they need not listen to him. He was not interested
in speaking for the radio. His one object was the service
of humanity and it was for that alone that he spoke
to them. If the public stopped coming for prayers, he
would not be making any post-prayer speeches.
ABDUCTED WOMEN
Gandhiji then referred to some letters that had
hurt him deeply. Several women had been abducted in
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